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Our New National Chairman 
of the National Woman’s Party 


By ANNA KELTON WILEY 


NITA POLLITZER, one of “the veterans,” one of 

our colleagues in the Suffrage cause, is our newly 
elected National Chairman. Those of us who have 
worked with her for a quarter of a century know of 
her devotion to the cause, of her untiring energy, and 
her unfailing optimism. We heartily wish for her 
administration the fulfilment of our crusade—passage 


of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


When Alice Paul proposed the introduction of the 
Equal Rights Amendment in 

Congress at the Seneca Falls 
Conference in 1923, Miss Pol- * 
litzer was one of those to make : 
a seconding speech. Following 
this Conference, while enlisting 
favorable sentiment in Kansas, 
she obtained the consent of 


thony of Kansas to be the first 
Congressman to introduce the 
Amendment in the House of 
Representatives. From the time 
our Amendment was intro- 
duced she has devoted a great 
part of her time and energy to 
our campaign in Congress. It 
was she, more than anyone 
else, who was responsible for 
getting the Amendment on the 
calendar of the Senate in 1938, 
the first time it was ever 


placed there. 


Miss Pollitzer has served on 
the Executive Committee of 
the National Woman’s Party 
since 1921. She has held the 
offices of National Secretary, 
National Congressional Secre- 
tary, Vice-Chairman of the 
Congressional Committee, and 
National Vice-Chairman. 


A native of Charleston, 


of the Summer Schools of Columbia University and the 
University of Virginia. 

Anita Pollitzer was energetic in securing equality of 
wages and hours for men and women in the National 
Fair Labor Standards Act, passed in 1938, at a time 


when the opponents in the Labor movement were 


opposed to these equality provisions. When that legis- 
lation was first introduced into Congress the bill pro- 
vided for differentials between the wages and hours 
of men and women. Due to the 
insistence of Helena Hill Weed, 
and Anita Pollitzer, and Helen 
Hunt West, aided by women 
who came to Washington from 
all over the country in answer 
to their appeal, this wording 
gave way to equality of treat- 
ment for men and women. 


Miss Pollitzer has spoken for 
Equal Rights all over the 
United States and has inter- 
viewed most of the leaders of 
our political parties on behalf 
of the Amendment. 


She has also had experience 
in the international field for 
equality for women. She was 
one of the National Woman’s 
Party group to attend an inter- 
national suffrage conference in 
Paris, at the Sorbonne, in 1926, 
to which the Governor of South 

Carolina gave her credentials 

as a representative of her 
State. Later she went to Eng- 
land and Ireland as a guest of 
the Equal Rights groups. At 
the request of Lady Rhondda, 
she organized the American 
section in a great suffrage pro- 
cession in London immediately 
following, to urge the vote on 


an equal age basis. On two European trips with mem- 
bers of her family, one of fourteen months and the 
other of three months, she devoted much time to 
strengthening international ties with leading feminists. 


Miss Pollitzer was an incorporator and charter mem- 
ber of the World Woman’s Party. She was among 
those who represented the World Woman’s Party at 
the San Francisco Conference of the United Nations, 

and was one of those who carried on the campaign to 
secure equality for women in the United Nations’ 


South Carolina, Miss Pollitzer comes of a family that 
has long been devoted to civic endeavor in that State. 
Her two sisters and two aunts are Founders of the 
National Woman’s Party. She became a member of 
the National Woman’s Party while at home on college 
vacation. After graduation, she came to Washington, 
took part in the suffrage demonstrations in 1918, and 
was among those arrested at the Capitol for suffrage 
picketing. 

Miss Pollitzer has a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree 
from Columbia University and has been on the faculty 
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Important Endorsement 


The Executive Committee of the National Council 
of Women of the United States, an organization with 
an affiliated membership of three and a half million 
members, has endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment 
and urged a favorable report from the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. This action by the Executive Committee 
commits only the Executive Committee members and 
not the constituent societies. 

This decision by the Executive Committee was taken 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee meeting of No- 
vember 19, and was conveyed to the Committee in a 
telegram signed by the President of the National 
Council, which read: “Executive Committee of Na- 
tional Council of Women of the United States, an 
organization with an affiliated membership of three and 
a half million members, has endorsed the Equal Rights 
Amendment and urges a favorable report from the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. We feel that the inalien- 
able rights of women as well as men should be pro- 
claimed in our Constitution. We ask favorable action 
in line with our tradition of upholding justice and equal 
rights for men and women.” 

The National Council of Women is the United States 
branch of the International Council of Women, which 
has worked steadfastly for all measures designed to 
bring about complete equality. The National Council 
of Women of the United States has previously, in reso- 
lution, urged its member organizations to continue the 


work for the equality of rights between men and wo- | 


men in all fields, and has recommended the Equal 
Rights Amendment to its member organizations for 
study and action. 


Senate Judiciary Sub-Committee 


Reports Amendment 


The Judiciary Subcommittee of the Senate reported 
the Equal Rights Amendment favorably on Thursday, 
November Ist. This action followed the Hearing on 
the Equal Rights Amendment, September 28, before 
the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee. 

The speeches presented at the Hearing were printed 
by direction of the Judiciary Subcommittee and circu- 
lated for the use of all members of the full Committee. 

Consideration of the Amendment by the Judiciary 
Subcommittee was delayed until November 1, because 
of the absence from the Capitol of Senator Hatch (D), 
of New Mexico, Chairman of the Subcommittee, who 
was taken ill with pneumonia, following the Hearing. 
Immediately upon his return from the hospital he 
called a meeting of the Subcommittee to consider the 
Amendment. This resulted in the favorable report. 


Present at the meeting, in addition to Senator Hatch, 
were Senators Burton K. Wheeler (D) of Montana, 
Kenneth S. Wherry (R) of Nebraska,.and E. H. Moore 
(R) of Oklahoma. Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney (D) 
of Wyoming was in Wyoming but gave his favorable 
proxy vote to the Chairman of the Subcommittee be- 
fore his departure from Washington. 

Senator Hatch has been for many years a great friend 
of the equality cause. He was on the Platform Com- 
mittee of the Democratic National Convention in 1944 
when the Equal Rights Amendment plank was adopted, 


and was one of those who was responsible for his 


Party”’s endorsement of this measure. Through the 
years he has been one of the champions of the Amend- 
ment in Congress and voted to favorably report the 
Amendment from the Judiciary Committee in the last 
session of Congress. 

Three of the other members of the Subcommittee, 
Senators O’Mahoney, Wheeler, and Wherry, also voted 
for the favorable report on the Amendment made by 
the Senate Judiciary in the last Congress. The fifth 
member of the Subcommittee, Senator Moore, is a new 
member of the Committee. c 

The favorable report of the Subcommittee was pre- 
sented to the full Judiciary Committee on November 
19. The Committee decided to fix January 28 as the 
date for consideration of all Constitutional Amend- 
ments which are before the full Committee. This date 
was selected because of the absence from Washington 
of various members of the Committee at the November 
19 meeting, and because of the coming Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays. 


PROCLAMATION 


STATE OF NEW YORK—EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
ALBANY 

The people of New York State have the right to be proud of the f h 
the first omen’s Right Convention ever to be held in the Jeol ace at 
Seneca Falls, New York, July 18 and 19, 1848. We are proud also of the 
fact that American women enjoy their rights as citizens today largely because 
of the valiant and unceasing efforts of many devoted women of New York 
State, — such famous individuals as Susan B. Anthony, Elisabeth 
Cady Stanton, Harriot Stanton Blatch, Annie Nathan Me er, and many others. 

Twenty-five years have passed since the first day when American women 
exercised the right to vote throughout the United States. This was an event 
of importance not only to the women themselves but to all of us, since it 
marked an important advance in free government. 

It is therefore fitting that this day should be celebrated. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Thomas E. Dewey, Governor of the St 
York, do hereby proclaim November 2, 1945. as K 

WOMAN’S ENFRANCHISEMENT DAY 
and also proclaim November 12, 1945, as 
ELIZABETH CADY STANTON DAY 

in commemoration of the distinguished citizen of our State who devoted 
her life to the emancipation of women. 


GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State 
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this first day of 
November in the year of our Lord one thousand nine 


hundred and forty-five. 
By the Governor: (Signed) THOMAS E. DEWEY. 


(Signed) PAUL E. LOCKWOOD, Secretary to the Governor. 
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Congress Authorizes Woman's 
Enfranchisement Day 


Y special Congressional resolution, originating with 
B Senator Kenneth McKellar (D.) Tenn., President 
Pro Tempore of the Senate, and Representative Angier 
L. Goodwin (R.) Mass., and by proclamation of Presi- 
dent Truman, November 2nd., the 25th anniversary of 
the first Presidential vote cast by all American women, 
was celebrated throughout the country as Woman’s 
Enfranchisement Day, 


Deputations On Woman’s 


Enfranchisement Day 
By May FRANK RHOADS 


1 of Congress active in carrying the Suf- 
frage Amendment to victory twenty-five years 
ago, were paid special tribute on November 2, by rep- 
resentatives of twenty-four national organizations in 
observance of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 
first Presidential vote cast by all American women. 
Hand-illuminated scrolls were presented to Senator 
McKellar, whose aid in securing the last ratification by 


The joint resolution introduced by Senator McKellar 


in the Senate and Representa- 
tive Goodwin in the House of 
Representatives, reads as fol- 
lows: 


“Resolved by the Sen- 
ate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United 
States of America in Con- 

ss assembled, That the 

sident of the United 
States is requested to 
issue a proclamation des- 
ignating November 2, 
1945, as Woman's Enfran- 
chisement Day and calling 
upon the ple through- 
out the United States to 
observe the day with * 
propriate ceremonies 
celebration of the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the 
day on which women 
throughout the United 
States first cast their 
votes in a Presidential 
election.“ 


On October 22nd this reso- 
lution was reported to the 
Senate by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and Senator McKellar 
asked unanimous consent for 
its immediate consideration. 
He said: 


“Twenty-five years ago 
I attended the Democratic 
National Convention in 
San Francisco, and after 
the convention was over, 
my friend, Senator James 
D. Phelan, at that time 
a Senator from the State 
of California, and one of 
the grandest men I have 
ever known, took me to 
his country place 


While having this de- 
lightful time I received a 
telegram from the then 
President of the United 


States, the late honored and respected Woodrow Wilson, 
who urged me to leave and go at once to Nashville, 
Tenn., where the Tennessee Legislature was in session 
for the express purpose of passing on the amendment 
proposed to the Constitution of the United States 
—, suffrage to women. If the resolution of ratifi- 

ould pass the legislature, Tennessee would be 
State to ratify the amendment, and it 
would become the law of the land, a part of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

We were in Nashville a little less than five weeks, 
and at the end of that time the legislature voted, and 
by a change of one single vote it ratified the woman 
suffrage amendment to the Constitution. 


Mr. President, I imagine that probably ip ony | out 
of that circumstance some ladies asked me to intro- 
duce the joint resolution I am asking the Senate to 
pass. The joint resolution brought. . . back to my 


(Continued on Page 68) 
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the thirty-sixt 
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Woman’s Enfranchisement Day 


By the President of the United States of America 
A PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS November 2, 1945, is the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the day on which women 
throughout the United States first cast their 
votes in a Presidential election; and 


WHEREAS Senate Joint Resolution 107 of the 
Seventy-ninth Congress, session, approved 
October 31, 1945, requests the President of the 
United States to issue a proclamation desig- 
nating November 2, 1945, as Woman’s Enfran- 
chisement Day; and 


WHEREAS the extension of the franchise to 
women constituted a notable advance in 
strengthening the democratic basis of our Gov- 
ernment; an 


WHEREAS the movement for equality has gone 
steadily forward, culminating on October 24, 
1945, in the coming into force, with respect to 
our country and twenty-eight other countries, 
of the United Nations Charter which reaffirms 
“faith in fundamental human. rights, in the 
dignity and worth of the human person, in the 
equal rights of men and women“: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Harry S. Truman, Pres- 
ident of the United States of America, do here- 
by designate November 2, 1945, as Woman’s 
Enfranchisement Day and call upon the people 
throughout the United States of America to 
observe the day with appropriate ceremonies. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the seal of the United 
States of America to be affixed. | 

DONE at the City of Washington this thirty- 
first day of October, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand nine hundred and forty-five and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America, the one hundred and seventieth. 


(Seal) HARRY S. TRUMAN. 


By the President: 
JAMES F. BYRNES, 
Secretary of State. 


terribly deba 


spoke eloquently, sayin 
nvention, Elizabeth 


Tennessee, enabled women to 
vote in 1920; to Senator Alben 
W. Barkley (D. Ky.), Major- 
ity Party Leader in the upper 
House, who gave early and 
courageous support to votes 
for women, to Senator Arthur 
Capper (R. Kan.) and to Sen- 
ator George L. Radcliffe (D. 
Md.). Also to Representa- 
tives Robert Crosser (D. 
(Ohio), Clarence F. Lea (D. 
Cal.), Zebulon Weaver (D. 
N. C.), John M. Robsion (R. 
(Ky.), Angier L. Goodwin 
(R. Mass.), and Louis Ludlow 
(D. Ind.). 

The delegation of women 
was led by Anita Pollitzer, 
recently elected National 
Chairman, who introduced the 
members to the Senators and 
Congressmen. 

The scrolls, which had been 
prepared by Alice Morgan 
Wright of New York, were in- 
scribed with the names of the 
Senators and Congressmen to 
be honored, and the partici- 
pating organizations. Each 
scroll bore the name of the 
recipient, and read as follows: 
1920 — November 2 — 1945. 
In recognition of his historic 
part in the enfranchisement 
of American Women, this 
scroll is gratefully inscribed.” 

The delegation proceeded from 
office to office in the Senate and 
House Office Buildings. The Mem- 


bers of Congress were deeply 
touched by the visits. 

as representative of 
the Woman’s Division of the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee, Izetta 


Jewell Miller greeted Congressman Weaver as “the friend of 
the National Woman’s Party as they travelled the long road to 
civil and political rights.” Mr. Weaver told the story of how 
he had been importuned to have the vote on the suffrage amend- 
ment postponed. “I said, Fag | doing. This is the one time 
there is going to be a vote. If 

mother ought to have the same right.“ He thanked the deputa- 


have the right to vote, my 


tion for co ing and said, “The woman suffrage question was 


when it was up. I am happy to know that it 
has justified itself in every way.” Ppy 


After thanking Senator Capper, Mrs. Mary Church Terrell, 
Past President of the National Association of Colored Women, 
that when in 1848 at the Seneca Falls 
ady Stanton demanded a resolution call- 


ing for the enfranchisement of women, the person with co 

to second it was Frederick Douglas, a ——— slave, * 

on his head. Mabel Vernon (Del.), who took a large part 
the winning of the vote, thanked the Senator for his unf 
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Election Of New Officers 


Results of the nation-wide election by mail of the 
National Woman’s Party were announced by Cecil 
Norton Broy, Convention Chairman, as follows: 

National Chairman: Anita Pollitzer, S. C.; First 
Vice Chairman: Clara Snell Wolfe, Ohio; Second Vice 
Chairman: Margaret C. Williams, N. Y.; Third Vice 
Chairman, Ethel Ernest Murrell, Fla.; Treasurer: 
Gladys Greiner, Md.*; Secretary: Dr. Margaret H. 
Sebree, N. C. 


National Council Members: Ethel Adamson, Mid- 
dletown, N. J.; Nina Horton Avery, Va.;* Nora Stan- 
ton Barney, Conn.;* Laura M. Berrien, D. C.; Mary 
Stockton Brown, Pa.;* Cecil Norton Broy, Va.; Edith 
J. Goode, Vt.; M. Lucretia Hayden, lowa; Miriam Y. 
Holden, N. Y.;* Dr. Zelma Huxtable, Calif.;* Alma 
Lutz, Mass.; Perle S. Mesta, Ariz.; Emma Guffey 
Miller, Pa.; Dr. Alma Jane Speer, D. C.;* Betty Gram 
Swing, Mass.;* Amelia Himes Walker, Md.; Dr. Agnes 
E. Wells, Ind.;* Helen Hunt, West, Fla.; Lucy Rice 
Winkler, Calif.; Alice Morgan Wright, N. Y.* 

In a statement issued today from the Woman’s 
Party Headquarters, where she is actively directing 
the immediate steps in the congressional campaign, 
Miss Pollitzer said: 

“There is no such thing as freedom in a 
democracy. As a Nation, we are committed to 
justice under law. This next session of the present 


Congress should see the p of the Equal Rights 
Amendment by both Houses. This measure is recom- 
mended in the platforms of both major parties, and 
endorsed by President Truman. It is now on the cal- 
endar of the House of Representatives, having been 
favorably reported by the House Judiciary Committee 

in this session. It has recently been favorably re- 
ported by the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee, and has 
strong support in the full Senate Judiciary Committee, 
which last session favorably reported it. We have 
more than a year remaining in the present Congress 
to win passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“The justice of equality of rights under the law, 
regardless of sex, is generally acknowledged, and as a 
Nation we are committed to this principle. We, there- 
fore, go forward with high nope of passing the Amend- . 
ment without further delay. Political enfranchisement 
was the first milestone in the march of American 
women toward full equality. The Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, on which we are concentrating, is the next step.” 


Almost half of the newly elected National Board of 
the Woman’s Party were arrested or imprisoned in the 
courageous picketing campaign of the Woman’s Party 
which ended in the suffrage victory 25 years ago. 

Alice Paul, immediate past Chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and Chairman of the World 
eee Party, in a statement following the election, 
Salad: 

“A strong and respected woman’s organization work- 
ing steadfastly to remove every handicap placed upon 
women, by law and by custom, is vitally necessary to 
American women. It is becoming increasingly difficult 
for women to take care of themselves in the fierce 
economic struggle developing everywhere in these post- 
war days. ere must be no additional handicaps 
placed upon them by our national, State, or local gov- 
ernments. They must have equal opportunities and 
equal rights. It is for this that the Woman’s Party 
is striving. I rejoice that the Woman’s Party has just 
elected an exceptionally strong and capable National 
Board, long identified with the cause of women, to go 
forward with the equality campaign in these critical 


and trying times.” 
The first meeting of the new Council of the National 
Woman’s Party will be held at the home of Mrs. Ralph 


Root, 863 Park Avenue, in New York City, on De- 
cember 9th. | 


*Indicates new members on the National Council. Those not so 
marked were members of the retiring Council. 


Congress Authorizes Suffrage Day 
(Continued from Page 67) 


memory the difficulty we encountered in trying to have 


the suffrage amendment ratified by the Tennessee 
Legislature. 


As I offer the joint resolution it brings back a flood 
of memories. I shall ask my colleagues if they will 
permit the joint resolution to be acted upon and passed.” 


On October 24th, Mr. Goodwin, addressing the House 
of Representatives, said: 


It seems fitting that the Congress should request 
the President to make a proclamation designating No- 
vember 2, 1945, as Woman’s Enfranchisement Day to 
commemorate the occasion and to call for an observ- 
ance of the day throughout the land with such cere- 
monies as the people may deem appropriate in their 
several communities. 


Thus will we mark an important milestone in our 
national progress toward community welfare and 
human betterment. 


The unanimous consent required to consider the joint 


resolution was granted and the resolution passed in 
both Houses. 


On October 31st, President Truman issued the proc- 
lamation requested. 

In honor of November 2nd, a flag was flown through- 
out the morning over the Capitol, and later presented 
to the National Woman’s Party by Representative 
Goodwin. Together with the historic suffrage banners, 
it will be preserved in the archives of the Woman’s 


Excerpts from Address by Pope Pius XII 


Rome, Italy, October 21, 1945, to a gathering of 
Italian women who were about to vote for the 
first time. 


“Let us say at the outset that for us the problem regarding 
women, both in its entirety and in all its many details, resolves 
itself into preserving and augmenting that dignity which woman 
has had from God. For us, accordingly, it is not a problem that 
is merely juridical or economic, educational or biological, polit- 
ical or demographic, it is rather one which, in spite of its com- 
plexity, hinges entirely on the question how to maintain and 
strengthen that dignity of woman, especially today, in circum- 
stances in which Providence has placed us. : 


“In their personal dignity as children of God, a man and wo- 
man are absolutely equal as they are in relation to the last end 
of human life, which is everlasting union with God in the happi- 
ness of Heaven. 

“She has to collaborate with man toward the good of the state, 
in which she is of the same dignity as he. 


R 


“A woman is, in fact, kept out of the home not only by her 
so-called emancipation but often, too, by the necessities of life, 
by the continuous anxiety about daily bread. It would be use- 
less then to preach to her to return to the home while conditions 
prevail which constrain her to remain away from it. 


“We have on a former occasion pointed out that for the same 


work output a woman is entitled to the same wages as a man. 


“Her vote is a vote for peace.” 


— WANTED — 


Wanted, for an International Cook Book, your favorite 
signed recipes, from all countries. Please collect and send such 
recipes to MARY E. DOWNEY, Chairman, Cook Book Com- 
mittee (Finance Cemmittee), 144 B Street Northeast, Wash- 
ington 2, D. C. The funds raised will be used for the 
Equal Rights Amendment Campaign. 
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Thinking In Type 
By MILDRED SEYDELL 


Editor of “The Think Tank” 


Dr. Octavia W. Goodbar is all hot and bothered about 
this Equal Rights Amendment. She writes with a 
flaming passion against it in the April issue of “The 
Press Woman”. And strangely her article has done 
more to boost the cause than anything that has hap- 
pened recently. It electrified into action many men 
and women who, feeling the cause so nearly won, were 
not doing anything about it. But Dr. Goodbar’s article 
shocked with knowledge that there are intelligent wo- 
men who simply do not understand what is actually 


happening. 


Dr. Goodbar: „ ony interference with freedom of action, 
such as this Equal Rights Amendment, seems utterly intolerable 
to me. 

Well, reader, there is the amendment: “Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be abridged or denied by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex.” 


Do you see anything arrogant about that? Any interference 
of freedom? 


Dr. Goodbar is worried because she thinks that women need 
protective legislation, that they should have privileges and she 
2 if they have equality un the law they can’t have these 

er things. 


You see, Dr. Goodbar is looking at the issue from a very 


comfortable ition. She is protected by a fine husband and 
enjoys wealth and with the bigness of her heart she wants 
to ald other women less fortunate. However, this so-called aid 


is in reality a boomerang that hurts. The editor of Think 
Tank” knows by experience. 


When she saw the issue from the same kind of view that 
Dr. Goodbar now has, she too, felt like the Dr. Then calamity 
came and she was a worker for her daily bread and her friends 
were not the society leisure class but the business women and 
was in an era of depression and jobs were scarce and she went 
about trying to get jobs for other women in her 1 of 
a writer of a column called What Would You Do”, which 
brought women with problems to her. She was also vice presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Chamber of Commerce of Atlanta, Ga., 
and through this o ization she sent out questionnaires to 
800 businesses to find jobs for women, and to her amazement 
she found that many very good jobs for women were denied 
them because of this special legislation which caused the 
nuisance of having government inspectors and a lot of red tape. 


Then there was the case of the woman who had been dis- 
missed because she was doing night work in a cotton mill and 
night work for women was banned. In distress she said: 
“Mrs. Seydell, my husband is dead and I have to make a tie 
for myself and children. I can do a better job at nigh 
because my mind is at ease. I know the children are safe at 
home sleeping. And in the daytime the children feel happier 
because’ their mother is close by and in case of need can be 
awakened.” 


Dr. Goodbar writes: “In most states (please notice that 
rgd 2 worthless and irresponsible man can be imprisoned 
for ull failure to support wife and children. In many 
states a divorced man may likewise be imprisoned for failure 
to pay alimony, in accordance with the orders of the court. 
this so-called ‘Equal Rights Amendment’ were made effective, 
—— * e laws for women only would become unconsti- 

tional.’ 


Now then, Dr. Goodbar, surely you know that putting a man 
in prison doesn’t feed hungry mouths, but with this Equal Rights 
Amendment in effect it would aid a woman in & money 
by her own effort to feed hungry mouths. 


Dr. Goodbar, if you once had the experience of —— 
absolutely on yourself to earn a living for you and seve 
children — dependent on yourself without the prestige of an 
excellent education and wealthy influential friends, I believe 
you would get a different slant on this lity of Rights 
under the law. Remember, Dr. Goodbar, that both the Republi- 
cans and Democrats put that Equal Rights Amendment in their 
platform, pledge to support it. And remember, Dr. Goodbar, 
that 31 of the leading women’s organizations, representing mil- 
—— of women, have come out strongly for this bit of legis- 
ation. 


It is a progressive step—an aid to men as well as to women. 


Deputations On Enfranchisement Day 


(Continued from Page 67) 


help. In response, Senator Capper said, “The first year we 

state suffrage in Kansas, they elected me to the Senate. 
I was with you then, and there has never been a moment since 
when I have not wanted to help. I’m with you all.” 


The group called on Representative Louis Ludlow. “With 
your usual honesty and integrity,” Mrs. Lucia Hanna Hadley 
(Ind.), representing the National Council of Women of the 
United States, said, an fought for us when it wasn’t popular.” 
Mr. Ludlow replied, “I can’t tell you how much I appreciate this 
tribute. As long as I am here I’ll be delighted to do what I 
can for your cause because I believe in it with all my heart.” 


Congressman Clarence F. Lea said that he was most happy 
that the deputation had come to thank him after all these years. 
„I've always been proud of having cast one of my first votes 
for woman suffra That Amendment gave the country the 
blessing of arousing the great interest of women in public 
affairs. 

Responding to Katharine A. Norris (Ohio), Convenor of the 
Women’s Joint Legislative Committee for Rights, Con- 
gresssman Crosser, one of the first members of Congress to 

ledge his vote for the 19th Amendment, said: I thoroughly 


lieve that the powers of government come from the people. 
I believe that women are people.“ 


In addition to the speakers and organizations mentioned 
above, were Dean Helen B. Arthur, of the Washington College 
of Law, representing the National Association of Women Law- 
yers; Agnes 1 representing the National Education Asso- 
ciation; Edith J. Goode (Vt.), representing the National Wo- 
man’s Party; Mrs. Gertrude Parks, Mrs. Ernest Daniel, Mrs. 
Brice Claggett, Mrs. Leslie Wright, representing the General 
and District Federations of Women’s Clubs; Gertrude Crocker 

Va.), representing the American Federation of Soroptimist 
lubs; Mary E. Downey, representing the Congress of State 
Societies; Marguerite Rawalt, past sident of the District 
Federal Bar, and of the National Association of Women Law- 
ers, representing the National Federation of Business and 
rofessional Women’s Clubs; Mrs. Leo Harlow (Va.), repre- 
senting the St. Joan Society; Mary Thompson, representing the 
Pilot International; Dr. Alma Jane Speer ( Texas), represent- 
ing the American Medical Women’s Association; Mary Wright 
Jo n, representing the Women’s Economic Council and the 
Housekeepers’ Alliance. 


“With Love, Jane” 


Letters Collected and Edited by Alma Lutz. 
Review by BrrsA SHEPARD 


Under the discipline of military life, women of the United 
States have, paradoxically, found new freedom to stretch and 
grow. No longer barred from serving their country, free from 
ridicule, wanted, even loved, they had little to fear but death. 


Letters from American girls and women at the front make 
heartening reading to one with eyes to see their implications. 
“History in the making” Alma Lutz calls them in her new book, 
WITH LOVE, JANE (the John Day Co. $2.00), a well edited 
collection of on-the-spot accounts written in the actual grip 
of each new experience. WITH LOVE, JANE, is a brave book: 
“One’s own life isn’t any more precious than the next man’ 
and the next man often goes”. It is pitiful: “. .. the etern 
presence of mangled young men... and you trying to smile 
when all you wanted to do was wash your face and curl up 
on the ground to get a bit of sleep”. It is feminine: Mother, 
I need underwear, panties and bras. We've lost so many things 
like that because G.I.’s lonesome for the touch of something fem- 
inine will take them off the line for souvenirs”. It is heroic: 
“The life definitely agrees with me. I don’t want to go back 
to normalcy again“. 


In an all too brief final chapter Miss Lutz gives little known 


facts regarding women in our other wars, and has even found 


one, Lucy Brewer, who served disguised as a man, on the frigate 
Constitution! 


It is just and honest in conception. It is democratic in prin- 
ciple and therefore “The Think Tank” calls upon its readers 
to study the amendment, feeling that when they do they will 
follow through with letters to those in Congress who can help 
put the Amendment in the Constitution. 


—From The THINK TANK, Atlanta, Ga. 
Vol. 4, No. 26, June, 1945. 
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November — December 7 1945 


Hearing On Equal Rights Amendment Before 
Sub-Committee Of Senate Judiciary Committee 


HE report of the hearing on the Equal Rights 

Amendment before the Subcommittee of the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee, 79th Congress, help Septem- 
ber 28th, 1945, has now been published and copies may 
be obtained by writing the Clerk of the Committee, 
The Capitol, Washington, D. C. 

While most of the speeches were summarized in the 
last issue of EQUAL RIGHTS by Helena Hill Weed, 
Chairman of Research, NWP, the publication of this 
report gives us a further opportunity of quoting from 
several speeches and statements which were not cov- 
ered by Mrs. Weed’s admirable digest. 


DR. FLORENCE ARMSTRONG, representing the American 
Federation of Soroptimist Clubs: 


“The American Federation of Soroptimist Clubs has long 
supported the Equal Rights Amendment. In our hundreds of 
clubs, our membership is made up of leading women selected 
from all the major business and professional occupations. We 
wish to express today our faith in the desirability of this amend- 
ment, as well as to point out its inevitability. We wish to urge 
the Senate Judici Committee to make a favorable report on 
this measure. . We believe that such an act of justice would 
vastly benefit the whole nation. It would give new dignity to 
womankind and thus to mankind, too. Human experience has 
shown that long continued injustices breed deep-seated resent- 
ment, restlessness, discontent and discord. For 97 years Ameri- 
can women have made protests in organized and vigorous man- 
ner against all the ancient and the recent legal discriminations 
against women. The removal of all these discriminations would 
strengthen and harmonize human relationships in general. Also, 
we believe, that by strengthening the position of half the elec- 
torate, this . would strengthen the bulwarks of the 
Constitution itself.“ 


J. MARJORIE COOK, Vice Chairman, Maryland Branch, 
National Woman’s Party: 


. . . 1 would like to say that the State of Maryland after 
all these years still denies us the right to perform jury service. 
If you gentlemen will report this amendment favorably and 
persuade the Congress to do so, you will not only remove that 
discrimination, but you will enable us to build up that funda- 
mental democracy that we like to think is characteristic of the 
Free State of Maryland.” 


DOROTHY SHIPLEY GRANGER, National President St. 
Joan Society: 


. . . I believe it would be of the utmost presumption for me, 
even as a spokesman for so many magnificent women, to add 
very much to the subject from the Catholic aspect, the aspect 
of Catholic individuals, after the reading of the letter of the 
very distinguished head of the church in America (Cardinal 
Dougherty). If I may, however, I would like to say to you 
that all the women of the St. Joan Society of America, like 
their sisters in the dominions of the British Empire and in 
France, are motivated to ask for this amendment by exactly 
the same impulses which motivate every other person who asks 
you to pass it except that there is for us just one more moti- 
vation and that perhaps might be described as the crusaders’ 
zeal, to make an emphatic point of the fact that their belief, 
my belief, and the belief of all my sisters in the St. Joan 
Society, in democracy was first learned in our catechism les- 
sons which said to us that we were all created equal by God 
and made in his image and likeness. All of us feel that any 
Government which denies this status to the creatures of God 
in his image and likeness is short of a democracy. Therefore, 
gentlemen, as spokesman for the St. Joan, very humbly second- 
ing the personal expression of the very great cardinal, I ask 
you to pass the Equal Rights Amendment.” 


DoROTHY ASHBY MONCURE, representing Elsie Graff, 
Chairman, Virginia Branch, National Woman’s 
Party: 


“ „„ The labor unions . . . admit women and men to mem- 
bership on an equal basis—charge them the same membership 
fees and dues—but when it comes to rendering the represen- 


tation service paid for, the unions discriminate. They work 
against women by obtaining discriminatory State laws applic- 
able only to ‘females’ and not to ‘persons’ composin eir 
membership. Further, they come before Congress and work 
against women by opposing equal citizenship for women. They 
want to see the monopolistic ownership and control of citizen- 
— rights, now vested in men by law and practice, continued 
by law and practice. Need exists for the addition of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the Constitution.” 


MARY PHILBROOK, representing the New Jersey Com- 
mittee to Eliminate Discriminations Against 
Women: 


“In New Jersey we are restricted by a Constitution adopted 
many years ago in 1884. At that time women had no rights in 
New Jersey. ... A few years ago the movement started to 
revise the State Constitution, and we women became very active. 
. . . Two years ago the legislature appointed a committee to 
draft such a Constitution. They drafted the Constitution be- 
hind closed doors. We had no opportunity to be heard. They 
submitted this Constitution to the legislature and told those 
who were opposed to it to come and register their objection 
to it. We told our objections. — submitted the Constitution 
over our protest. The women rebelled. They got out and helped 
defeat that Constitution by a vote of 150,000. The men say 
that the women did it. There were other groups that worked 
against it, but every group that worked against it in New Jer- 
say took on the women’s fight. By 150,000 votes we defeated 
that proposed State Constitution. We feel that New Jersey is 
really pledged to the Equal Rights Amendment. We would like 
to have you adopt it.” 


HELENA HILL WEED, Research Chairman, National 
Woman's Party: 

“Many men and women all over the world feel that an even 
greater question than that of civil liberty for women of the 
United States is involved in the action of Congress on sub- 
mission of the Equal Rights Amendment to the States for rati- 
fication. This greater issue is that of the good faith of the 
United States in adopting and ratifying, through its legal repre- 
sentatives, the United Nations Charter. At San Francisco, 
under the leadership of Field Marshal Smuts, and after pro- 
longed discussion by the delegates of all United Nations, the 
principle of equal rights for men and women was unanimously 
adopted as one of the basic objectives of the Charter. The 
universal application of this principle, in carrying out the terms 
of the Charter, was repeated seven times in that instrument, 
so there is no possibility of misunderstanding on this point.” 


KATHRYNE B. WITHROW, Member of the Teachers’ 
Union, CIO Affiliate: 

“Equality of rights under the law removes discriminations by 
specifically guaranteeing to men the same rights to protection 
against long hours and low wages, to health protections and 
safety regulations that women enjoy, so that proper legal safe- 
guards may be extended to protect men and women equally.” 


Alma Lutz Speaks In Albany 


November 12th, proclaimed by Governor Dewey as 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton Day, was celebrated in Albany 
by a luncheon at which her biographer, Alma Lutz, 
read passages from “Created Equal” and spoke briefly 
urging that the work of the great pioneer be carried 
forward without more delay to its completion in the 
United States by the adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

The room at the University Club where the luncheon 
was held was filled to capacity (40), and all the copies of 
the biography (12) which had been ordered by the 
bookseller for the occasion were promptly sold. Miss 
Lutz was still autographing the books at traffic halts 
on the hurried drive from Albany to Troy, where she 
broadcast over station WTRY a résumé of her speech, 
and made a further appeal for the early passage of the 
amendment. 
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Mrs. Phylura E. ERR Texas 


CORRECTION: In last issue, contribution from Mrs. Algernon B. Brooks should have read, Mrs. Algernon B. Roberts. 
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November - December, 1945 


A Feminist Thinks It Over 


— By ALMA LUTZ si 
Equal Pay Laws Need Backing of Equal Rights 
Amendment 


FEDERAL Equal Pay Bill has been introduced in 
Congress, which provides that all employers en- 
gaged in interstate commerce, having 8 or more per- 
sons in their employ, must pay a woman equal rates 
with men for work of comparative quality or quantity 
and that a woman worker shall not be discharged for 
the purpose of replacing her with a man except for 
sufficient cause. 

Personally I am heartily in favor of this Equal Pay 
Bill as I have been of those passed in six States. But 
this bill is in no way a substitute for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, as some people claim. In fact, the Equal 
Pay Bill, except for the fact that it expresses a fine 
principle, will not be effective for women unless backed 
up by the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Strange as it may seem, the most ardent supporters 
of the Equal] Pay Bill are opposed to the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and they oppose it on the ground that it 
may wipe out special labor laws for women. 

With the introduction of a Federal Equal Pay Bill 
the time most certainly has come for women to face 


squarely and honestly this question of special labor 


legislation for themselves. Do they prefer to continue 
to have special privileges as workers because they are 
women and have very limited economic freedom? Or, 
are they ready to class themselves with men as work- 
ers and expect equal pay because they are willing to do 


equal work. Unless the latter is the case, an Equal 


Pay law will do them little good. In fact, it will be of 
far more value to men than to women. 


Men have everything to gain and nothing to lose by | 


an Equal Pay law. First of all it will protect them 
from the wage competition of women who, during the 
war, have proved themselves very valuable workers 
in many new fields. 
which specifies that a woman worker shall not be dis- 
charged for the purpose of replacing her with a man 


except for sufficient cause, we know this can be easily 


arranged. For example, both men and women can be 


laid off for reconversion adjustments and then only | 


men rehired. There is still prejudice against women 
workers and many employers will prefer not to hire 
them if they have to pay them a wage equal to that 
they pay men. Some employers have always looked 
upon women as their last available group of cheap 
labor, and as long as they can prove that women do not 
do comparable work, they can keep them in a low- 
wage class. 

Women cannot do comparable work as long as they 


WITH LOVE, JANE 


Letters from American Women on the War Fronts 
Collected and edited by ALMA LUTZ 


“These letters are a joy to read,” says Harry Hansen 
in the New York World-Telegram. 


“The lively, frank story of nurses, Wacs, Red Cross 
and U. S. O. workers who served overseas. 


A book that will fill every woman with pride. 
The perfect Christmas gift. 
THE JOHN DAY COMPANY 
2 West 45th St. New York 19 


In spite of the clause in the bill 


ENDORSEMENTS | 
Statements on the Equal Rights Amendment 


“It has long seemed to me that the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution ought to be 
adopted because it simply makes explicit and definite 
what I think the vast majority of the American people 
really want. Indeed, I suspect most Americans stil] 
take it for granted that the Woman Suffrage Amend- 
ment guarantees equality of rights for men and women, 
and when they discover that this is not so, I am con- 
fident almost all of them would be ready and eager to 
take whatever steps may be necessary to accomplish 
the end they have in mind. If the use of my name 
would be of any value in the effort to promote the 
campaign for the adoption of this amendment, I should 
be very glad to have you use it.“ 


DR. FREDERICK MAY ELIOT, 
President, American Unitarian Association. 
(TELEGRAM) 
Charleston, S. C., September 26, 1945. 
SENATOR CARL A. HATCH, | : 
Chairman, Judiciary Sub-committee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. a 
i. heartily endorse the Equal Rights Amendment, for 
justice under the law regardless of sex is as funda- 
mental a part of democracy as is the right to vote. 
Upon all of God’s creatures regardless of color, sex or 
creed let the Divine Spirit of justice rest. | 
| JACOB S. RAISIN, 
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Beth Elohim. 


(TELEGRAM) 


New York, N. Y., September 26, 1945. 


SENATOR CARL A. HATCH, 
Chairman, Judiciary Sub-committee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

I regard it as just and fundamental to have the prin- 
ciple of legal equality for men and women as stated in 
the Equal Rights Amendment incorporated in the Con- 
stitution. I urge immediate favorable report of this 
Amendment by the Senate Judiciary Sub-committee 
and wish this individual statement be laid before the 
Committee as part of the Hearing proceedings. 


BEVERLY M. Bor, Executive Secretary, 
Department Christian Social Relations, 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
in America. . 


are saddled with legal restrictions such as no-night- 
work laws, hour legislation making it illegal to work 
women overtime or after certain hours. They cannot 
do comparable work as long as they must have time 
off for lunch, rest periods, and other special privileges 
not allotted to men. These restrictions make women 
less desirable as employees and assure men of 
more jobs. 

Until State labor laws are rewritten to apply to 
the job instead of the sex of the worker, women can- 
not hope to achieve equal pay, no matter how loudly 
they clamor for it. Here is where the Equal Rights 
Amendment would effectively back up a Federal Equal 
Pay law. It would be a mandate to the States to revise 
their ineffective, one-sided labor legislation. This re- 
vision, if it follows common sense and the trend of the 
times, as we can expect it to do, would not wipe out 
all labor legislation, but instead would cover both men 
and women giving men much needed protection. 
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